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What are we talking about?
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Production of waste

Construction and 
demolition

33%

Everything else
67%
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The green issue

• Sustainable development/circular economy

• Energy efficiency

• Extended producer responsibility

• Definitions and hierarchy of waste

• Waste management targets

• End of life of construction materials

• Waste management and subproducts
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1. Urban mining industry

• What do you see outside?
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2. Understanding demolition today

• Wrong image of demolition

• Old definition: just take it away!

• Actual industry: handle space change
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Demolition becomes relevant
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DDR = Demolition + decontamination + 

recycling

• Make it safe and secure – All the time

• Environmental protection

• Decontamination

• Demolition itself (multiple methods, 

machines, tools, processes,…)

• Valorization & on-site recycling

• Preparation for off-site recycling

• Remediation of contaminated soil
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Many issues to be solved

Just in 

building

materials 862 

registered

chemical

substances

But the

demolition

industry deals

with many types

of materials and 

sectors
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Design for end-of-life

• What does it mean?

• How to increase reuse?

• How to reduce procesing operations?

• How to reduce the number and types of 

materials mixed on construction?

• How to make it easier for decontamination

and/or demolition?
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Let’s keep in touch

European Demolition Association, EDA

Tel.: (+32) 280 827 60

E-mail: info@europeandemolition.org

Web: www.europeandemolition.org

mailto:info@europeandemolition.org
http://www.europeandemolition.org/


Circular economy applied to construction materials (non-nuclear)

International workshop on Application of Sustainability Principles and  Circular Economy to Nuclear Decommissioning

Organized by IEAE and SOGIN - Rome (ITALY) – June 20, 2019


